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Building the Home-School Connection

Families and caregivers can provide valuable information about their child’s preferences and
needs. Developing a good relationship and open communication among teachers, families,
and caregivers will help provide learning experiences that children enjoy and that enhance

their progress and achievement.

Safety Routines and Procedures

Send home the district or school handbook explaining safety routines and procedures. If district
and/or school safety routines are not available, prepare a brief version for family members and
caregivers. Explain the safety routines and procedures to develop support from the home and
to ensure children and family members understand expectations and how to work together to
maintain safety.

The following ideas and resources help build strong communication between home and school, This information may include:
with a focus on involving family members and caregivers in their child’s education.

Welcome Letter

Send home a welcome letter that
introduces instructional personnel and
invites parents to participate in activities
and events during the school year. The

letter may also contain information about

dress codes, supply requests, school
drop-off and pickup procedures, safety
procedures, or district policies. Sample
letters are available on pages 7-8.

Communication Board

Create a communication board, using
a dry-erase board or bulletin board
placed outside the classroom. The
board can display the Unit Take-Home
Activity Calendar and announcements
about activities, schedule changes,
upcoming events, holidays,
celebrations, and needed supplies.

Contact Information

Follow the district or school policies for
contact information. It is important to
post or send home contact information
so that family members and caregivers
know how to contact the school to
request information or schedule a
conference.

« procedures for picking up children in the event of early release
« information about clothing, supplies, or materials that children may bring to school
« expectations for managing health concerns or illnesses

« permissions required for children to participate in activities such as field trips

Sharing Children’s Work and Progress

Explain how children will bring home work packets
that include examples of the child’s assignments. In
Ready to Advance, children may take home weekly
work packets. Encourage adults at home to review
the work packet with their child and make positive
comments about the child’s progress in learning
challenging content. Explain the importance of
teaching children to assume responsibility for their
work and to monitor their own progress.

Communicating Expectations
at School and Home

o]
Send home a note explaining how American Sign m @ ‘E}
Language (ASL) hand signs may be used to prompt look listen line up
and cue classroom behaviors for participating in * o
activities and for building vocabulary. Send home a %J la"
copy of the ASL hand signs for classroom management pay aftention | bathroom wait
so that parents and caregivers may use the signs to fo3 &3 ﬁ
communicate their behavioral expectations at home. <O i~ G
A copy of the ASL hand signs is available on page 52. "' R
A8 &
\ =N
quiet please thank you |
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Suggestions for Interactive Parent Meetings

Schedule monthly, interactive, engaging meetings for families
and caregivers

Schedule monthly 45-minute interactive parent meetings to promote communication and build
relationships with family members, caregivers, and instructional personnel. Topics for parent
meetings may include instructions and demonstrations used at school to promote a child’s
learning and achievement. The following topics and suggestions may be helpful for planning
parent meetings:

Session 1: Getting Acquainted

Plan an evening to explain and demonstrate routines and procedures in the classrooms to
promote safety by establishing predictable order. Explain how adults can reference a bulletin
board called the Business Center to obtain information about daily schedules and classroom job
assignments. Discuss how the Business Center also includes a Rotation Chart that is used to create
predictable order and ensure every child participates in whole-class and small-group activities,
including the Teaching Table and Worktable.

Using the Rotation Chart, parents R I EIRR R BRE ERRIREE R R R EIEIRRIEERRE LT
will r_10tice: that children have Business Center

multiple times each day for
choosing centers and extending
learning while collaborating and
socializing with peers. Allow
time to respond to questions or
concerns, and listen carefully to
input from others. Refer to the
Classroom Management Early
Learning Guide provided in
Ready to Advance to prepare for
the session.

Schedule Job Chart Rotation Chart

"
ﬂ...
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.
e
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Session 2: Home and School Working Together

Plan an interactive session to discuss how school and family can work together to optimize
learning. Discuss the classroom process of sending materials home. Share the student books,
unit calendars, and take-home books. Model how to use these components to engage in
conversation and learning at home.

Session 3: Teaching the Whole Child

Discuss how important it is to have an
integrated, comprehensive program like
Ready to Advance. Take time to explain the
importance of integrating development and
learning socially, emotionally, physically,
and academically. Model and explore age-
appropriate activities, stating expected
performance, with an emphasis on language
acquisition, collaborative conversations, and
critical thinking.

Session 4: Respectful Communication and
Responsible Decision-Making

Discuss classroom environment expectations. Explain how children learn to communicate
respectfully, cooperate responsibly, and express their thoughts, feelings, and preferences.
Engage in discussions about how to reinforce these expectations between home and school.

Session 5: Developing Emergent Language and Literacy

Explain, model, and practice ways that family members and caregivers can support learning
at home by reading with children. '
Demonstrate how to hold a book, read
text at a pace that allows children to
comprehend, and engage in collaborative
conversations about the story. Model how
to use details in the illustrations to support
comprehension of the text. Provide helpful
suggestions for supporting emergent
reading instruction, and describe how
reading instruction will occur at school.

Session 6: Developing Early Reading
Skills

Set up an interactive session with family members and caregivers to introduce some of

the early reading. Use the Instructional Routines for Language and Literacy to model and
practice phonological awareness activities, syllable segmentation, and phonemic awareness,
then letter-sound relationships.

© Benchmark Education Company, LLC



Session 7: Teaching Prewriting and Printing

Follow a similar interactive approach as
Session 6 on early reading skills, but focus
on the learning progression for written
expression: draw, dictate, express. Use the
Emergent Writing Guide and Emergent
Writing Flip Books, Volumes 1 and 2, to
demonstrate activities to prepare children to
use correct grip and posture. Then teach the
five prewriting strokes. Engage participants in
fun activities using the directed drawings in
the flip book. Discuss how these lessons lead
to writing letters and words. Identify end-
of-year expectations for printing letters and
possibly the child’s name.

Session 8: Developing Concepts and Skills
for Mathematics and Science

Set up an interactive session with family
members and caregivers. Use the
Instructional Routines for Mathematics and
Science to model and practice how to teach
and develop number sense, using counting
objects. Demonstrate counting and explain
how the process supports simple addition
and subtraction. Suggest ways that family
members and caregivers can extend practice
and build numeracy skills by playing games or
participating in activities at home.

Session 9: Assessments for Monitoring and
Reporting Progress

Provide blank copies of any progress-
monitoring forms that will be used to identify
competencies and needs, and when and how
progress will be reported to family members
and caregivers. Use this opportunity to explain
end-of-year outcomes required by your district
or state.

B
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Dear Family Member:

Welcome to the new school year!

We are excited for your child to be enrolled in prekindergarten. During
this year, he or she will participate in kindergarten readiness activities
that involve deeper learning and skill building. Prekindergarten uses

a curriculum that is developmentally appropriate for children who are
3—4 years old. This year, our school district is using a new reading and
language arts program, Benchmark Ready to Advance. It's published
by Benchmark Education and built specifically for prekindergarten
children to meet developmental and academic guidelines.

Each unit of Benchmark Ready to Advance is centered on one topic,
such as families and friends, animals, and transportation. Talk with
your child each day about what he or she has learned or experienced
in school. Ask questions and allow your child to practice conversational
skills with you at home.

Every month, you'll receive a take-home activity calendar that will
provide additional activities you can do at home with your child.
These activities connect to the unit topic as well as key concepts
and skills being taught during the unit. You can use the calendar
to read together, to practice skills taught in class, and to engage in
collaborative conversations with your child about his or her school
experiences.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. | look forward to using
Benchmark Ready to Advance with your child and working with you to
ensure a successful school year!

As always, if you have any questions about our new program or about
your child’s progress, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

© Benchmark Education Company, LLC
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Querido miembro de la familia:

iBienvenido al nuevo afio escolar!

Estamos muy contentos de que su nifio/a esté inscrito en prekindergarten.
Durante este afo, él o ella participara en actividades de preparacion para el
kindergarten que implican un aprendizaje mas profundo y el desarrollo de
destrezas. Prekindergarten usa un plan de estudios que es apropiado para el
desarrollo de nifios de 3-4 afios. Este afio, nuestro distrito escolar usara un nuevo
programa de lectura y artes del lenguaje, Benchmark Ready to Advance. Fue
publicado por Benchmark Education y disefiado especificamente para que los
estudiantes de prekindergarten alcancen sus metas académicas y de desarrollo.

Cada unidad de Benchmark Ready to Advance se centra en un tema, tales como
las familias y los amigos, los animales o los medios de transporte. Hable con su
niflo/a cada dia sobre lo que aprendié y llevé a cabo en la escuela. Haga preguntas
y permitale que practique las destrezas comunicativas con usted en el hogar.

Cada mes, usted recibira un calendario de actividades para la casa que le
proporcionara actividades adicionales que usted puede realizar en casa con su
nifo/a. Estas actividades se conectan tanto con el tema de la unidad, como con
las destrezas de vocabulario, de comprensidn y estudio de palabras/fonemas que
se ensefian durante la unidad. Usted puede usar el calendario para leer juntos,
practicar destrezas ensefiadas en clase y participar en conversaciones colaborativas
con su nifio/a sobre sus experiencias escolares.

Gracias por tomarse el tiempo para leer esta carta. iEspero con anticipacion utilizar
Benchmark Ready to Advance con su nifio/a y trabajar junto a usted para asegurar
un afo escolar exitoso!

Como siempre, si tiene alguna pregunta sobre nuestro nuevo programa
de lectura y artes del lenguaje o sobre el progreso de su nifio/a, por favor,
no dude en contactarme.

Atentamente,

© Benchmark Education Company, LLC




Unit Take-Home Activity Calendars

Unit calendars provide daily opportunities to review and extend learning at
home. The reproducible calendars are available in English and Spanish.
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